
Unpacking the WL state standards 2010 
World Languages:  

“Knowing how, when, and why to say what to whom.” 
 

http://tsdwlstandards.wikispaces.com/  
 

Exploring the standards document: What are the essentials? 
 
1. Page 15-Prepared Graduate Competencies (PGC) (these statements come directly from the National 

Standards)-read the description at the top of the page.  (link to National Foreign Language Standards 
executive summary: 
http://tsdwlstandards.wikispaces.com/Colorado+Academic+Standards+for+World+Languages  

 

 
These are the goals 
(PGC’s every students 
should strive for at the 
Intermediate-Mid Level 
Range) in order to ready 
for the post-secondary 
workforce or continued 
education.  But we all 
know with multiple entry 
and exit points that is not 
the case for all.  Instead 
these PGC’s can also be 
obtained at the Range 
Level Expectations 
within the appropriate 
context and skills at 
which the student 
finished.   
 
Unfortunately, too many 
students leave at the 
Novice-mid range, 
therefore only being able 
to deal with basic 

survival situations and not really interact in the world of work.  Range-level expectations continue all the way to 
the superior level.  That would take many years or lots of in-country immersion.  Teachers are required to test at 
Advanced-Low for teaching license in many states.  More information here: 
http://tsdwlstandards.wikispaces.com/Colorado+Academic+Standards+for+World+Languages 
or here: http://languagetesting.com/assessments_academic.cfm#  



2. Pages 18-21-Range-Level Expectations: Coming from the ACTFL Proficiency guidelines, 
a body of reliable research around since 1983 originating from Interagency Language 
Roundtable, a government agency. http://www.govtilr.org/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard 1.1 Interpersonal at our highest level.  AP tests are designed with this level being the 
focal points.  IB tests are at the same level.  AP and IB exams do not have a prescribed 
curriculum, but rather really on the process of second language acquisition. They are based on a 
series of themes that are very similar. 
 
3.  Evidence outcomes: page 25: these evidence outcomes in combination with standards, and 
range–level expectations will be used more in unit organizers, coming later.  Here is the pattern. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now check out other pages to see PGC, at different range–levels. That’s how it works.  They 
are parallel and use Bloom’s taxonomy and Dept of Knowledge terminology to increase critical 
thinking.  Other skills and questions on the right side are meant to give ideas and provoke 
thought.  All new Colorado standards are in the same format, but they use grade level 
expectations.  The rest of the writing in the document supports all this wok and second language 
learning.  



ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines  Range Chart 
 


